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C  OAuwuvwlevxtiow. 

lieport  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations^  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  to  whom  ivere  referred  sundry  petitions  and 
memorials,  and  the  resolutions  of  several  Legislatures  of  differ- 
ent States,  in  relation  to  the  Colonization  of  Persons  of 
Colour. 

[Concluded from  p.  172.] 

In  pursuance  of  an  intimation  given  in  a  former  number,  we 
proceed  to  inquire  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  tlie  United  States,  to  comply  with  the  earnest  solicita- 
tions of  the  Colonization  Society  and  its  friends,  and  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  numerous  and  highly  respectable  States 
that  have  volunteered  an  expression  of  their  opinions  on  this  in- 
teresring  subject. 

The  object  proposed  to  be  accomplished,  is  (in  the  language 
of  the  memorial  of  the  Colonization  Society,)  "the  removal  to 
the  Coast  of  Africa,  with  their  own  consent,  of  such  people  of 
colour,  within  the  United  States,  as  are  alreadv  (ree,  afui  of 
such  others,  as  the  humanity  of  individuals,  and  thi-  !;ius  of  the 
difterent  States  may  hereafter  liberate." 

It  is  not  our  intention,  at  this  tinif,  to  entf-r  iiito.tlie  Various 
views,  religious,  flhilanthropic,  and  patriolic,  in  which  ori::in;i- 


'26s  tliVKir  of  the  Report  of  tliv  [Nov. 

ted  the  scheme  ior  colnm/.iii;^  Atiica  \vith  the  coloureil  fjopula- 
ti(»ii  of  Aiueiica.  Siuh  an  exposition  wonhl  very  properly  entei 
into  an  appeal  to  popular  sentiment.  Hut  our  only  object  now, 
is  to  meet  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  on  llu- s^roiind  tl.'cv  have 
themselves  chosen,  and  to  show  that  the  ohject  in  contemplation, 
is  not  only  national  in  its  character,  but  fully  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  of  the 
I'nited  States. 

"NVe  were  aware  that  some  diO'erence  of  opinion  had  at  all 
times,  existed  as  to  the  actual  value  of  the  slave  population  of 
the  I'nited  States,  and  that  although  a  very  large  pioportiou  of 
our  fellow-citizens  concurred  in  reprobating  its  existence,  there 
■were  to  be  found  here  and  there,  iiighly  respectable  individuals, 
and  indeetl  in  some  cases,  communities  of  individuals,  who  con- 
sidered its  benefits,  as  more  than  counterbalancing  its  acknow- 
ledged evils,  liut  until  the  extraordinary  protest  of  Mr.  Taze- 
well, against  any  eflbrt  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  "to  in- 
trude itself  within  the  limitsof  the  States,  for  the  purpose  of  with- 
drawing from  them,  un  hapo riant  portion  oftliiir  population;" 
we  had  not  supposed  that  a  single  dissentient  could  be  found, 
from  the  general  sentiment  entertained  in  relation  to  that  por- 
tion of  our  coloureil  population,  which  had  been  admitted  to  a 
state  of  partial  freedom. 
/''^The  feeliau;s  of  the  slave-holding  States,  in  relation  to  this 
"important  portion  of  their  population,"'  may  be  inferred  from 
the  legislative  restraints,  almost  all  of  them  have  sought  to  im- 
))Ose  on  its  increase,  within  their  respective  limits.  And  even 
the  non-slave-holding  States,  where  there  must,  in  the  nature  ot 
things,  be  a  greater  degree  of  toleration,  for  the  free  people  ot 
colour,  than  in  the  South,  are  beginning  to  exhibit  evident  symp- 
toms of  uneasiness  at  their  rapid  increase. 

These  feelings,  pervading,  r.s  they  do,  every  portion  of  our 
country;  extending  from  the  North  to  the  South,  and  from  the 
Eastto  the  West, have  originated  in  nounnaturaland  unreasonable 
prejudices,  but  rest  for  their  support,  on  the  most  obvious  prin- 
ciples of  political  wisdom  and  foresight.  It  is  impossible,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  that  a  population,  just  emerged  from  slavery, 
distinguished  by  the  peculiarity  of  its  colour,  and  cut  off  by  un- 
avoidable necessity,  from  the  most  powerful  incentives  to  indi- 
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vUlual  exertion,  and  to  moral  elevation,  should  constitiitr  a  val- 
uable portion  of  any  connniinity,  on  wliicli  it  may  be  east.  It 
cnn  add  neither  to  its  wealth,  its  character,  nor  its  stren-^th. 

"Whoever,"  says  a  late  essayist,  "is  at  all  conversant  with 
the  ciiaracter  ol  the  free  coloured  population  of  our  country, 
must  be  satisfied,  that  it  is  a  source  of  evil,  rather  than  of  ^;ood 
to  us.  The  very  liniited  addi(i(»n  which  it  makes  ((»  the  lalxtui 
of  the  country,  is  more  than  counterbalanceil  by  its  extraordinary 
deductions  from  tlie  gross  amount  of  that  labour,  by  the  indo- 
lence and  the  immorality  inseparable  from  its  condition,  by  the 
distinctions  which  it  creates  in  our  society,  as  well  as  in  oui- 
laws,  and  above  all,  by  the  paralyzing  influence  it  must  neces- 
sarily exercise  over  the  physical  energies  of  the  nation.  In  the 
slavc-helding  portions  of  our  country,  tliis  balance  of  evil  is  in- 
finitely increased,  by  the  effect  of  an  intermediate  chi^s  of  po- 
pulation, such  as  that  we  arc  considering,  in  the  relations  sub- 
sisting between  the  master  and  the  slave.  Made  up,  for  the 
most  part,  either  of  emancipated  slaves,  or  of  their  immediate 
descendants,  elevated  above  llie  class  irom  which  it  has  sprung, 
only  by  its  exemption  from  domestic  restraint,  and  etVectually 
debarred  by  the  law,  from  every  prospect  of  equality  with  thti 
actual  freemen  of  the  country,  it  is  a  source  of  perpetual  uneasi- 
ness to  the  master,  and  of  envy  and  corruption  to  the  slave.  Its 
effect  is  to  diminish  the  comforts  of  the  oney*whilo  it  increases 
the  burthens  of  the  other,  and  to  leave  to  the  society,  in  which 
it  exists,  no  other  security,  than  can  be  derived  from  an  arbi- 
trarv  svstem  of  laws,  not  less  revolting  to  humanity,  than  in- 
consistent with  the  tieneral  character  of  our  institutiitns." 

Such,  we  believe,  to  be  a  fair  and  faithful  exhibition  of  the 
real  character  and  influence  of  the  population,  wliose  removal  is 
ihe  object  of  the  Coloni/.ation  Society;  and  entertaining  this 
opinion,  we  cannot  help  considering  the  object  itself",  as  one  of 
infinite  importance  to  the  nation,  and  calling  loudly  for  the  aj)- 
plication  of  the  necessary  means,  that  have  been  wisely  committed 
to  the  government  of  the  union,  "for  securing  the  domestic  tran- 
quillity, providing  for  the  commim  (Jefence,  and  promoting  the 
generaf  welfare.''  AN'ill'iiot  this  (jovernmcnt  iiidred  be  guilty 
of  a  gross  and  unpardonablo  neglect,  of  the  hi'.;h  and  im|Mirt;iiii 
duties  devolved  upon  it,  if  it  -hall  continue  to  legard  with   cold 
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indiftpiencc,  an  evil,  so  extensive,  so  various,  and  so  powerful 
in  its  operation;  an  evil  pervading  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
every  section  of  our  country — and  aftecting  by  its  baleful  influ- 
ence, not  oiilv  our  morals  and  our  politics,  but  our  individual 
wealtli,  and  with  it,  our  national  strength: 

Even  had  the  fearful  exhibition  of  expenditure,  conjured  up 
by  the  fervid  fancy  of  Mr.  Tazewell,  been  justified  by  the  actual 
data  in  his  possession,  we  are  very  much  inclined  to  doubt, 
whether  the  expenditure  would  not  have  been  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced by  its  resulting  benefits.  Indeed  we  hardly  know 
how  to  estimate  in  dollars  and  cents,  the  value  of  a  measure, 
that  by  withdrawing  from  us,  our  free  coloured  population, 
should  open  the  way  for  the  ultimate  extinction  of  slavery, 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  our  territory.  Could  such  an 
event  be  instantaneously  brought  about — could  the  whole  colour- 
ed population  of  our  country  be  sutldenly  converted,  by  the 
magic  touch  of  some  enchanter's  wand,  into  a  free  and  industri- 
ous white  population,  what  price  should  we  not  be  willing  pay, 
what  terms  should  we  not  readily  grant  for  so  signal  a  bless- 
ing? 

But  these  are  not  (he  days  of  miracles;  and  we  are  not  dis- 
posed to  attempt,  with  human  means,  \\hat  omnipotence  alone 
could  accomplish.*  Mr.  Tazewell  need  not  be  alarmed  there- 
fore, at  the  idea  of  being  called  on  to  vote,  either  one  hundred 
and  ninety  millions  of  dollars  for  the  immediate  extinction  of 
slavery,  nor  twenty-eight  millions  for  the  immediate  removal  of 
our  whole  free  coloured  population;  and  we  can  assure  him,  on 
the  most  unquestionable  authority,  that  even  if  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society  were  to  ask  of  Congress,  means  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  annual  increase  of  the  whole  coloured  population  of 
the  country,  both  free  and  slave,  their  demand,  instead  of 
swelling  to  six  or  seven  millions,  would  be  satisfied  bv  an  ap- 
propriation falling  short  even  of  a  single  million.* 

But  in  truth,  the  chief  object  of  the  Colonization  Society  in 
ap|)lying  to  Congress,  is  to  procure,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
national  countenance  to  their  undertaking,  and  in  the  next  place. 

•  See  the  Note  after  this  Article. 
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to  obtain  from  (he  Government,  such  modfiati'  pccuniiiiy  aid,  a?* 
Mill  enabli"  ll»om  to  make  iheir  settlement  on  tlie  coast  of  Africa 
a  safe  and  desirable  asylum  for  the  coloured  jjopulation  ol  Ame- 
rica, Nvhenever  this  shall  have  been  so  far  accomplished  as  to  sat- 
isfy that  portion  of  them  already  free,  that  they  may,  by  their 
removal  to  it,  improve  their  condition,  moral,  political  and  pe- 
cuniarv;  individual  enterprise,  aided  by  a  very  moderate  share 
of  individual  philanthropy,  will  readily  overcome  all  the  antici- 
patetl  tlifluulties  of  transportation.  The  fact  is,  that  at  this  very 
moment,  a  larjje  proportion  of  the  free  coloured  population  of 
America,  could  furnish  abundant  means  for  their  own  transpor- 
tation, if  the  situation  of  the  Colony  held  out  sufficient  induce- 
ments for  their  removal  to  it.  And  we  venture  to  predict,  that 
if  ever  the  time  shall  arrive,  when  the  most  industrious  and 
thrifty  amongst  them  shall  have  been  tempted  to  emigrate,  there 
is  not  a  village,  a  town,  a  county,  nor  a  state  in  the  Union,  that 
■will  not  be  prepared,  from  motives  of  interest  alone,  to  furnish 
the  necessary  means  of  migration  to  the  remainder. 

That  a  settlement  in  Africa,  thus  constituted,  and  thus  pro- 
tected, would  also  draw  from  us,  if  not  the  whole  of  our  slave 
population,  such  portions  of  it,  at  least,  as  would  relieve  us  from 
the  greatest  and  most  appalling  of  the  apprehensions  connected 
with  its  existence  among  us,  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt.  Even 
under  all  the  discouragements  wiiich  the  laws  of  tiie  .South  are 
compelled  to  throw  in  the  way  of  emancipation,  individual  hu- 
manity is  nevertheless  continually  at  work;  and  under  its  influ- 
ence, hundreds  and  thousands  of  slaves  are  annually  liberated, 
with  very  little  hope  that  their  situation  will  be  imjiroved,  and 
with  the  strongest  reasons  to  apprehend  that  they  mav  become  a 
more  serious  evil  to  the  community  on  which  they  are  thrown, 
than  in  their  primitive  coiulition.  Their  removal  to  Africa  un- 
der the  auspices  and  protection  of  the  Government  of  the  Cjiited 
States,  would  obviate  every  difficulty.  Philaiithropv  anil  patri- 
otism might  then  go  hand  in  liand.  Indiviiliiul  felling  wouUl  do 
much,  and  state  legislation  yet  more,  towards  relieving  the  coun- 
try of  its  greatest  curse  and  its  greatest  opprobrium. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  point  out  the  extent  to  which  the  Govern  mrnt 
(should  it  see  proper  to  embark  in  this  business)  must  go,  to  ren- 
der its  co-operation  most  efficacious.      If  ever  it  <loes  move,  its 


'^G2  JU'vtew  of  the  lleport  of  t/it  [Nov. 

first  movements  must,  of  course,  be  experimental;  leaving  it  t» 
■^time  and  observation  to  mature  its  ultimate  plans.  We  venture, 
however,  to  predict,  tbat  under  no  possible  circumstances,  can 
the  numerous  expenditures  anticij)ate(l  by  Mr.  Tazewell,  ever  be 
retjuired;  and  we  repeat  our  conviction,  that  one  million  of  dol- 
lars, judiciously  expended,  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  de- 
fray every  necessary  expense,  connected  \\\i\\  the  removal  of  the 
annual  increase  of  the  w hob  coloured  population  of  the  coun- 
try. 

But  even  this  aniount  would  very  far  exceed  either  the  expec- 
tations or  the  \vishes  of  the  Society.  The  protection  of  the 
government,  and  an  annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  for  some  years  to  come,  would,  most  probably,  ac- 
complish every  thing  that  ought  to  be  attempted,  would  meet 
the  demands  for  immediate  emigration;  give  stability  and  pros- 
perity to  the  settlement  at  Liberia;  and  ultimately  open  an  effi- 
cient drain,  tor  a  population  as  injurious  to  the  national  inter- 
ests, as  it  is  dangerous  to  the  national  peace.  Who,  that  is 
eonversant  with  the  resources,  can  doubt  the  ability  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  make  such  an  appropriation.'  And  what  appropria- 
tion, that  could  be  made,  would  contribute  more  "to  secure  the 
domestic  tranquillity,  and  promote  the  general  welfare"  of  the 
Tnion? 


iN*o\e. 


The  average  price  paid  by  the  Colonization  Society,  for  the 
conveyance  of  emigrants  to  Africa,  and  for  su])porting  them  dur- 
inn-  the  vovacc,  has  been  about  thirty  dollars  for  each  individual. 
The  lowest  price  was  twenty-eight  dollars.  There  cannot  be  a 
doubt,  however,  that  as  emigration  increases,  and  trade  to  the 
Colony  is  proportionally  augmented,  or  rather  as  it  is  augment- 
ed in  proportion  to  the  size  and  resources  of  the  Colony,  the 
price  of  conveying  emigrants  will  be  much  diminished,  so  that 
twenty  dollars  or  twenty-live  dollars  will  be  the  highest  at  which 
it  can  be  estimated.  Besides,  the  general  rule  is  obviously  ap- 
plicable in  this  case,  that  business  done  on  a  small  scale,  is  the 
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most  ex|)cnslvo.     It  has  been  the  usual   custom  of  the  Society, 
to  roccivo  the  emigrants  at  tlie  place  of  embarkation. 

Frmn   these  premises,    the  jularing   uiilairness  of  Mr.    'J'a/,e- 
woll's  statements,   cannot  but  appear  obnous  to  every  unpreju- 
iliced  and  disccininj;  cyp.      Indeed  it  seems  remarkable  that  h<; 
should   ventuio  to  pres^-nl  such  a  report  before  so  enlightened  a 
biulv  as  the  American  Congress.     And  it  seems  no  less  unfoitu- 
nalo,  tliat  a  subject  so  momentous,  should  be  entrusted  to  hands 
apparently  so   ready  to  stifle  it,   without  giving  a  fair  exhibition 
of  its  claims  and  its  character.     Judging  solely  from  the  i^ucs.ies 
of  others,  and  from  past  expenses,  he  made  a  rough  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  planting  each  eniigrant  in  Africa,  at  SIOO.     Proceed- 
ing from  this  goal  so  ingeniously,  but  so  loosely  set  up,  he  esti- 
mates the  expense  of  transporting  all  the  free   coloured  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  at  §28,000,000,  and  of  the  annual  increase, 
at  SrOO,000:  of  the  whole  of  the  slave  population,  at  SlO-'j^OO,- 
OUO,  and  of  their  annual  increase,  at  Sr,.^00,000.     "What  would 
we  think  of  the  farmer  who  should  count  the  cost  of  clearing  and 
planting  a  piece  of  wild  land,  and  should   calculate  that  the  an- 
nual expense  of  doing  it  in  succeeding  year.'  would  be  the  sanie. 
And    more  especially,    what  would   be   thought   of  him,   if  he 
should  even  attempt  to  make  converts  to  such  an  opinion.     And 
yet  it  is  exactly  on  this  principle  that  Mr.  Tazewell   has  pro- 
ceeded.    However  great  the  expenses  of  the  emigrants  may  havc- 
been  in  the  infancy  of  the  Colony,  it  is  certain,   that  when  the 
facilities  of  support  to  the  coloured  people  are  as  great  in  Afri- 
ca, as  in  this  country,  (and  we  confidently  expect  them  soon  to  be 
much  greater,)    ncjthing   will  then  remain  but  the  cost  of  renjo- 
val.     For  this,  S-0  a  head  would  doubtle>;s  be  an  estimate  sufll- 
ciently   high.      Kven   admitting,    then,    liie   rest  of  ^Ir.    Ta'/.e- 
well's  laemises.  the  cost  of  transporting  tiie  whole  ol    the  free 
coloured  population   would  be.   8.1,000,000,    and  of  tiie  annual 
increase,  S140,000:  the  whole  of  the  slaves,    g38,00(),0()0,  antl 
their  annual  increase,    SU  1-^0,000.     From  this  it  will  be  seen, 
that  the  undoubted  loss  sustained  by  the  people  of  the  Cnited 
States  in  a  single  year  by  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  would  more 
than  remove  the  whole  African  race  from  our  country  to  their 
native  shores.      How  fortunate,  if  intemperate  men,   before  pro- 
ceeding  to   ruin,    would   a[)propriate   one   year's  waste   to   thi«^ 
cause  of  philanthropy. 

>. 
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But  further,  Mr.  Tazewell  is  alarmed  at  tlieidea,  that  if  Gov- 
ernment interpose-,  it  must  pay  something  like  an  equivalent  foi 
the  slaves,    in  oiiler  to  obtain  tiieir  manumission.       AV'as  he  in- 
deed   unacquainteil   \\\i\\  the  fact,    that  the  disposition,    from 
whatever  nmlive,   to  liberate  them,  is  already  so  great,    that  al- 
most every  wjiere,  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  is  found  necessary 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  manumission?  and  that  it  is  the  avowed 
determination   of  a  great  portion   of  masters,  to  liberate  their 
slaves,    as  soon  as   it  can  be  done  to  the  benefit  of  the  slaves, 
■without  danger   to   themselves?     And    does  lie   know  the   rapid 
progress  of  this  change  of  sentiment?     He  ought  at  least  to  have 
contrived   some  method,    by  which  the  chain  might  have   been 
separated  that  binds  the  master  to  his  servants,  and  might  leave 
them  free  to  liberate  them,  according  to  their  desire,  before  he  j)ro- 
poscd  to   pay  them  for  doing  it.     The   colonization   scheme  in 
fact,  opens  the  only  wav  in  which  even  the  white  man  is  at  lib- 
erty to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own.     flven  a  child  can  under- 
stand, that  though  no   human   arm    can,    at  a   single   lift,    cast 
Mount  /Etna  into  tlie  sea,  its  removal  thither  is,  notwithstanding, 
entirely  practicable.      Only  let  the  work  go  on,    and  it  will,    in 
due  time,  be  accomplished.      Only  remove  entirely  tlie  barriers 
to  the  progress  of  moral  sentiment,   and  that  alone  would    per- 
form most  of  the  wonders  that  make  such  a  figure  in  Mr.  Taze- 
well's aritiimetic.     And  further,  let  such  an  experiment  be  fairly 
made,  as  will  show  clearly  on  which  side  lie  individual  and  na- 
tional interest,  and  the  work  is  done.      The  nation  and  the   man 
will  hardly  be  found  so  selfish  as  not  to  gratify  their  selfishness, 
even  if  in  doing  it,  they  should  also  obey  the  dictates  of  humanity. 
The  subject,  however  plausibly  numbers  may  be  set  tlown  and 
exhibited,  is  obviously  not  within  the  comprehension  of  pure  nu- 
merical arithmetic.     It  enters   mostly  into  a  moral  aiithmetic, 
of  which  many  of  the  digits  are  yet  to  be  found.     For  instance, 
only  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  the  African  Colony  held  forth 
strong  inducements  to  emigration,   as  it  doubtless  will,  if  well 
managed  and  properly  supported;  and  that  the  coloured  people 
miiiht  be  liberated    with  safety  a  while   before   their   departure 
thither;  how  long  would  it  be,  before  each  person,  that  was  fit  to 
emigrate  would  lay  up  R2(»;  and  how  soon  would   they  forever 
abandon  thm  shores  of  our  country?     It  is  a  pity  that  Mr.  Taze 
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wi'll,  whilo  l\''  was  waiulciiti'j;  in  ftif  lit'M  of  ronji'cturos,  li.id 
not  tuiiclu'd  upon  these  ami  similar  j^idumiIs  of  mori'  lii;lit  and 
gre.ittM-  |)n»b;i!)liiv.  Bt'fon*  sucli  a  state  »>!' tliini;s,  his  imposing 
estimates  woiilii  vani>h  like  th  •  m'-ailow  mist  b>.*forc  tlio  sun  of 
a  summer  morning.  Tlu*  bottt-r  |)art  of  the  sons  of  Africa, 
would  proceed  bv  their  own  resoui'o's  and  their  own  enerijies, 
to  civilize  ami  renovate  their  native  home;  and  the  remnant 
would  very  prub.ibly  end  their  days  and  their  lini;au;e  in  the 
alms-houses  ami  hospitals  of  our  own  country.  All  this  may  be 
callfil  fancy;  but  when  shadows  are  made  warriors,  truly  b-ttcr 
sha'lows  may  be  set  up  to  oppose  tiieni. 

On  the  supposition,  however,  that  the  aid  of  Government  will 
not  be  obtained  immediately,  0vcn  at  the  most  important  crisis 
of  our  2;reat  and  very  promising  experiment,  the  subject  of  this 
note  presents  a  fit  opportunity  to  make  an  urgent  and  powerful 
appeal  to  the  people  of  the  North.  Almost  to  a  man,  they  are 
anxious  that  our  common  country  should  be  delivered  from  what 
they  deem  a  great  and  threatening  evil.  And  moreover,  it  can- 
not be  said,  that  thev  are  backward  to  do  what  they  see  to  be 
their  duty  in  the  cause  of  their  country.  If  their  feelings  are 
in  anv  case  too  violent  on  this  interesting  subject,  it  is  because 
they  are  mistaken  respecting  it.  It  is  because  they  do  not  see 
clearly  the  diiUculties  and  impediments  with  which  it  is  encum- 
bered. But  they  understand  arithmetic.  They  know  too,  that 
the  owners  of  slaves  have  paid  for  them  the  market  price,  the 
very  price  for  which  they  are  now  ready  to  sell  them,  or  set 
them  at  liberty.  Their  profit  has  been  wholly  that  of  use, 
■which  can  be  considered  only  as  equal  to  the  interest  of  the  mo- 
ney which  they  have  actually  expemled.  The  clear  profit,  if 
there  has  been  any,  has  mostly  fallen  to  the  lot  of  those  who  have 
perpetrated  the  atrocities,  and  partaken  in  tlie  horrors  of  the  slave- 
trade.  Of  these  guilty  persons,  with  shame  be  it  spoken,  niany, 
perhaps  the  most,  belong  to  the  North.  Those  who  give  up  their 
slaves  without  an  equivalent,  must  make  an  actual  sacrifice, 
nearly  or  quite  equal  to  the  full  amount  of  their  value.  We 
may  with  safety  set  this  value  at  g200  a  head.  NVhat  then  is 
the  readiness  of  the  South  compared  with  the  North  to  get  rid 
of  this  evil?     We  maycompute  it  in  decimal  arithmetic.      If  the 

South  liberate  their  slaves,    they  virtually  pay  g200  a  head  to- 
34 
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wards  their  emigration  to  Africa.  If  the  North  bear  the  whole 
fxpense  of  removal,  they  pay,  exceptiriji;  extraordinary  expen- 
ses, 825  a  head,  or  one-eighth  of  wiiat  is  paid  by  the  South. — 
But  in  fact,  the  Soutfi  bear  a  very  considi-rable  part  of  the  ex- 
pense of  removal.  And  yet  there  are  more  than  200  slave? 
whose  masters  wish  to  liberate  them,  mui  have  already  ollVred 
them  to  the  Society;  and  they  must  still  remain  in  slavery  simply 
because  the  means  cannot  be  provided  of  convening  them  to  Afri- 
ca. By  actual  computation,  then,  the  South  are  about  eight  times 
as  ready  as  the  North  to  get  rid  of  this  evil.  Surely  if  emulatiom 
does  not  turn  the  scales,  censure  must  be  silent.  Those  \vh» 
are  now  implicated,  cannot  be  blamed  for  what  has  fallen  to 
them  bv  paternal  inheritance.  Their  fathers  expended  their 
money  for  what  was  then  deemed  legitimate  property.  It  is 
still  so  represented  by  the  laws  of  our  country.  The  evil  is  uni- 
versally allowed  to  be  national,  and  it  requires  for  its  removal, 
a  nation's  resources  and  a  nation's  energies. 

And  what  arc  our  free  coloured  population?  They  are  slaves, 
or  the  children  of  slaves,  manumitted  bv  the  hand  of  their  mas- 
ters. They  can,  in  reality,  be  considered  in  no  other  light  tham 
that  of  slaves  just  set  at  liberty.  The  South,  as  it  respects  the 
emancipation  of  their  own  coloured  people,  have  stolen  a  march 
on  the  North,  and  have  left  them  in  the  rear  in  the  progress  of 
moral  sentiment.  The  actions  of  the  North,  then,  should  de- 
monstrate how  much  their  declarations  on  this  subject  are  based 
on  sincerity.  In  this  respect,  the  language  of  the  South  is  more 
unequivocal  and  more  decisive.  This  is  not  declamation;  it  is 
not  hyperbole;  but  truth  unvarnished:  and  to  a  candid  ear, 
a  simple  statement  of  facts  is  the  most  acceptable  and  the  most 
commanding  eloquence.  Ed:  pro  tem. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have,  for  the  first  time,  noticed 
the  following  from  the  New-York  Observer. 

"  .African  Colonization. — We  mentioned  in  our  last,  that  more  than  40i 
free  blacks  had  applied  to  the  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety to  be  transported  to  the  African  Coloay,  and  that  the  owners  of  more 
than  200  slaves  had  declared  their  readiness  to  liberate  them  as  s»on  as 
means  ar«  provided  for  their  removal. 

*'W'e  WttU  our  benevolent  readers  to  dwell  for  a  moment  upon  these 
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fkcfs — particularly  th,-  latter.  The  g'ood  people  of  the  North  profess  to\ 
rcpml  slavery  with  utter  abhorrence,  and  often  rcpmuch  their  Southern 
■eiphbours,  in  no  ine:isured  terms,  for  continuinp  u  pn»ci\«,<«  so  opposed  to 
every  principle  of  justice  and  liumanlty.  "  But  is  not  the  rejjly  just'—  ' 
•*Wc  feci  the  force  of  what  you  suy:  but  \vc  cannot  first  relinquish  our 
slaves,  which  are  half  the  properly  we  possess  t^fid  then  transport  them  to 
anotlier  clime :  neltlier  can  we,  nor  will  we,  turn  them  loose  upon  our  fel- 
low citizens,  to  become  paupers,  thieves  :ind  robbers.  If  you  arc  as  hon- 
est in  favour  of  emanci[):ition  as  you  are  imfjortunate,  hand  over  to  the 
Colonization  Society  $20,  as  often  as  we  relinq\iish  $300  or  S400.  We 
will  free  our  slaves,    if  you  will  transport  them  to  the  land  of  their  fathers, 

"\nd  what  can  the  Northerner  say*  Nothings.  And  he  ou^ht  to  say  no- 
thing'. If  with  all  his  boasted  patriotism  and  compassion  for  snftering  hu- 
manity, he  cannot  do  little  where  he  requires  others  to  do  so  much,  let 
bim  hide  his  head,  and  close  his  lips  with  conscious  shame. 

"liut  is  it  so'  Will  the  friends  of  African  emancipation  in  the  Nortiiem 
States  sufier  200  of  their  fellow  men  to  wear  the  chains  of  slavery  yet  lon- 
ger and  longer,  for  lack  of  the  necessary  funds  to  transport  them  to  Libe- 
ria' We  do  not— we  cannot  beheve  it.  Exempt  fi-om  slavery  ourselves, 
with  all  its  attendant  evils, — the  very  love  of  country,  the  common  sympa- 
thies of  our  nature,  much  more  the  dictates  of  humble  piety,  would  lead  us  to 
pity  and  relieve  lliese  children  of  misfortune  and  sorrow.  But  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, kind  wishes  avuil  nothing  in  a  matter  like  this;  kind  words  avail  no- 
thing. The  necessities  of  the  case  can  only  be  relieved  by  prompt  and 
liberal  generosity.  The  season  for  safe  emigration  is  rapidly  passing  away; 
and  whatever  is  done,  must  be  done  quickly.  Two  months  lonrcr,  and  it 
will  be  too  late." 

There  is  such  a  resemblance  between  the  note  and  the  quota- 
tion, that  it  would  seem  as  if  one  must  have  been  a  transcript  of 
the  other.  Thev  are  both,  however,  the  transcript  of  truth,  and 
are  therefore  from  the  same  original.  We  rejoice  to  see  such 
sentiments  from  a  source  at  the  North  so  highly  respectable. 
We  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will  be  found  already  written 
in  the  lu-arts  of  all  who  are  the  friends  of  freedom,  of  our  coun- 
try, and  of  humanity.  And  wi-  trust,  that  wherever  they  are 
found,  they  will  be  like  the  breath  of  life,  and  will  arouse  each 
and  evi-ry  individual  to  anU'tit  feeling,  and  to  efficient  activity. 
The  people  of  the  South  are  now  saying,  and  wliat  is  more,  thejf^ 
are  saying  practically  to  the  people  of  the  North,  "We  are  moved  \ 
by  your  remonstrances;  we  are  convinced  by  your  arguments; 
and  moreover,  we  are  willing  to  set  you  an  example  on  your  own 
iessons  of  freedom  and  humanity.     We  are  ready  to  lead  the 
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way,  and  even  to  leave  you  far  in  tlie  rear,  in  the  attainment  of 
that  object  I'tir  uliidi  yon  have  sd  ••aiiiostly  plead,  and  which 
you  have  so  Joudly  deinaniled.  We  liold  our  coloured  popula- 
tion on  principles  which  were  approved  aii<l  practis^ed  by  you 
and  voiir  fathers,  ^^'e  paid  for  them  the  market  price,  at  a  time 
when  no  doubt  was  expres-ed  tlial  tht  y  were  just  and  It^ial 
property.  We  have  ever  hel'l  them,  and  ue  still  Imld  ttfrr.i  us 
suili  Itv  the  laws  of  our  country.  We  obtained  them  when 
Government  was  pledged  to  defend  them  as  our  own.  This 
pli'dge  stands  on  the  firm  basis  of  a  contract.  No  retrospective 
law  can  reach  and  destroy  it,  without  doinji;  inexcusable  viol'Mice 
to  the  free  principles,  and  free  institutions  of  our  country. 
Such  a  law  would  at  least  operate  like  the  hidden  spnn;t£  of  a 
trap,  set  to  catch  citizens  whom  the  Government  is  bound  to 
protect.  Violence  of  this  kimi,  thou;:h  it  may  assume  the  name 
of /e.:r«/,  we  will  repel  with  all  our  strength.  The  free  spirit  of 
our  fathers,  and  of  our  common  country,  commands  us  to  do  so. 
Yet  we  are  ready,  we  show  you  that  we  are  ready  to  give  up 
what  you  have  no  right  to  wiest  from  our  possession. — 
Hundreds  of  thousands  have  already  been  so  given  up. — 
More  still  would  have  been  given  up;  but  policy,  and  even 
the  voice  of  humanity  forbid  the  progress  of  manumission; 
and  the  salutary  hand  of  law  came  forward  to  co-operate  with 
our  convictions,  and  to  arrest  the  flow  of  our  feelings,  and  the 
ardour  of  our  desires.  But  they  arc  only  arrested;  not  over- 
powered or  extinguished.  We  ofter  you  now  more  than  two 
hundred  Africans,  and  we  entreat  you  to  convey  them  to  their 
native  shores,  whence  they  were  torn  by  other  hands  tlian  ours. 
We  would  call  upon  those  guilty  persons  to  undo  what  they 
have  done;  but,  Alas!  if  the  curse  of  Providence  has  not  swept 
them  and  theirs  from  the  world,  their  hearts  would  probably  be 
callous  far  beyond  the  influence  of  our  entreaties.  Accept,  we 
beseech  you,  the  offering,  and  assist  in  a  small  degree  to  accom- 
plish your  own  desires.  We  give  it  freely:  we  give  ten  dollars 
to  vour  one.  Many  of  us  are  embarrassed,  and  some  made  poor 
by  the  sacrifice.  But  we  trust  in  that  God  whom  we  desire  to 
obey,  and  we  beseech  him  to  touch  your  hearts,  and  impress 
your  minds  with  our  own  feelings,  and  our  own  sentiments." 
Friends  of  freedom  and  humanity,  sliall  this  language,  so  much 
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like  vour  own,  bo  piMinittod  to  piiss  l)y  imhcaitl  .ind  miluMMlnlr 
Slial!  tills  solt  llanu'  ol  liopi',  that  beams  so  (li'li;;litriil,  ami  so 
full  of  pruinisc,  bo  sulVi-icd  to  sink  for  tlic  want  ol  so  small  aa 
enrouraixomfnl.  Al\I  wlio  can  toll,  if  it  should  once  expire, 
%vhat  hjnd,  or  what  power-  can  ii-kindio  it? 

Boloiv  ciii^injr,  it  ouj;,ht  U)  bo  obscrvoil,  that  if  the  principal 
ground  on  which  Mr.  Ta/A'wcdl  rests  his  estimates,  can  be  made 
good,  to  us  it  will  inevitably  be  fatal.  About  three  (|uart<Ma  of 
his  su])pitscd  cNpensi',  must  be  incurred  in  supporting  the  colo- 
Tlist^  liter  their  arrival.  If  the  facilities  of  support  to  the  colour- 
e«l  p(ople  caiMiot  be  rendered  as  great  at  the  Colony  as  in 
Ameiica,  or  evi-n  greatei-,  all  our  oftorts  are  idle  and  vain.  If 
tli'-v  can,  tlK  Colonists  wdl  in  the  main,  support  themselves im- 
metiiately  upon  their  arrival.  If  they  cannot,  then  the  argu* 
ni«>nt  not  only  ]n-operly  precludes  the  patronage  of  Government, 
but  it  withers  entirely  the  hopes  of  the  Society.  Never,  in  that 
case,  can  the  c.doured  population  be  removed,  but  by  the  strong 
hand  of  violence,  that  dragged  them  from  their  native  shores. 
But  we  ought  to  be  thankful  that  Mr.  Ta/.ewell  is  neither  the 
dispenser  nor  the  prophet  of  futurity.  In  addition  to  the  known 
■fertility  of  Aft  ica,  here  the  coloured  people  have  to  contend  w  ith 
tlie  strong  and  skilful  hand  of  eidightened  freemen;  there 
•with  a  sparse  population  of  untaught  and  indolent  savages. 

We  cannot  do  better  than  to  close  this  article  with  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Gerrit  Smith,  Es{|.  one  of  oui-  warmest  friends 
and  ablest  contributors.  "Will  anotiier  attempt  be  made,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  eidist  the  means  of  the  nation  in 
behalf  of  the  objects  of  our  .Society."  Those  means  are  indispen- 
sable to  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  our  work;  but  let  us  not 
have  them,  uidess  they  can  be  constitutionally  aftorded  to  us. — 
I  cannot  agree  with  the  <;reat  majority  of  our  friends,  that  our 
work  cannot  be  done  without  these  means.  'I'here  is  patriotism 
enough  in  the  |)eople  of  this  republic  (o  <lo  it — and  in  the  face 
of  all  obstacles,  they  will  do  it.  Do  I  count  too  largely  on  that 
patrioti>m.-  We  betake  ourselves,  then,  to  a  better— an  un- 
failing reliance.  If  the  subject  cannot  kitulh;  sullicient  alarm 
in  the  bfisom  ol  the  patriot,  yet  it  ha.s  jn)wer  to  move  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  Christian;  ami  on  the  benevulent  workings  of  his 
Iioly  religion,  and  the  blessing  of  God,   which  ever  accompanies 
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thorn,  do  we  ground  our  last  and  safest  confidence,  that  the  next 
goni-ration,  it'not,  iruleed,  our  own,  will  witness  countless  vessels 
employed  in  carryinj;  back  our  poor  Africans  to  their  mother 
land,  and  in  recompensing  all  the  wrongs  we  have  <lone  her, 
<\'ith  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  the  gospel." 

or    rillLADF.LPHlA. 


Wo  are  iia[i|>\  (o  ;i'iiimititc  bv  the  following  letter,  the  attain- 
ment of  another  dlstinguishedyV/e/<f/  to  our  cause;  and  the  more 
so,  because  he  has  seen  fit  at  the  outset,  to  place  himself  in  the 
first  rank  of  our  friends  and  advocates.  Indeed  we  are  perfect- 
ly confident,  that  just  so  far  as  we  can  make  fully  known  the 
true  state  of  things,  and  the  designs  and  prospects  of  our  Society. 
we  shall  attain,  to  a  man,  every  friend,  that  in  the  promotion  of 
a  good  cause  is  worth  the  attainment. 

Bear  Sir: 

"^V'hen  the  idea  of  the  Colonization  Society  was  first  present- 
ed to  the  public,  I  was  one  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands, 
who  regarded  it  as  one  of  the  wildest  projects  ever  patronized 
by  a  body  of  enlightened  men.  Thus  viewing  it,  you  will  not 
be  surprised  to  learn,  that  I  was,  as  Sterne  says,  "predeter- 
k  mined  not  to  bestow  on  it  a  single  sous." — This  view  I  enter- 
tained until  lately,  when  a  careful  perusal  of  the  tenth  and 
eleventli  reports  of  the  Society,  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to 
senil  me,  convinced  me  Jthat  I  had  been  egregiously  in  error;  I 
liail  i^reatly  overrated  the  expense  of  the  transportation  of  the 
Colonists,  an<l  of  their  support  for  some  time  in  Liberia,  sup- 
posing it  would  be  from  one  hundred,  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  each.  Under  this  impression  I  considered  the  scheme  al- 
most as  Utopian,  as  it  would  be  to  attempt  to  drain  Lake  Erie 
with  a  ladle. 

It  appears  bv  the  report,  that  the  conveyance  of  Colonists  to 
Liberia,  and  their  support  tlieie  for  one  year,  can  be  accomplish- 
ed for  twenty  dollars,  perhaps  less.    This  wholly  changes  the  face 
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ofaftairs,  and  places  the  attaniiuont  of  (lui  ijraiul  object  in  view, 
(that  is,  to  withdraw  tVoin  the  United  States  annually,  so  many 
of  the  coloured  population,  and  provide  them  a  comlbrtable  home 
and  all  the  advantages  of  civili/.alion  in  Africa,  as  will  make  the 
number  here  remain  stationary,)  witliin  the  grasp  of  the  nation; 
provided  sound  views  arul  a  s|)irit  of  liberality  commensurate 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  can  be  spread  abroad  on  the 
subject. 

The  mortality  that  has  occurred,  and  the  various  diflitultiefe 
and  ilisadvantages  that  have  been  experienced  in  the  settlement 
of  Liberia  have  been  considerable,  but  ihey  have  been  greatly 
exaggerated;  they  however  sink  into  insignificance,  when  com- 
pared with  what  took  place  in  the  early  settlement  of  Virginia^ 
famine,  ])estilence,  internal  dissensions,  idleness,  profligacy, 
and  the  tomahawk  of  the  savages,  swept  oft"  repeated  settlements 
of  the  colonists,  and  cleared  the  country  of  them;*  and  it  was 
not  until  about  thirty  years  from  the  date  (d"  the  first  attempt  at 
a  settlement,  that  a  permanent  establishment  was  eftecttd. 
This  ought  to  silence  forever  those  who  plead  the  difficulties  that 
Liberia  has  experienced,  as  a  proof  of  tiic  impracticability  of  the 
undertaking. 

I  firmly  believe,  that  numerous  as  are  the  objects  which  claim 
the  beneficence  of  the  wealthy,  there  is  none  that  prsunises  so 
copious  a  harvest  of  blessings  to  the  United  States — none  which 
involves  so  many  of  those  considerations  that  ought  to  influence 
citizens  who  look  beyond  their  own  selfish  interests.  There  is 
one  point  of  view  in  which  it  soars  in  magnitude  and  import- 
ance, beyond  every  other  object  of  public  utility,  and  whicii  can- 
not be  regarded  without  tlie  deepest  solicitude  and  tenor.  Hy 
a  rational  calculation  in  Mr.  Darby's  valuable  work,  ju-^t  pub- 
lished, it  appeals,  that  according  to  the  past  ratio  of  the  in(  rease 
of  the  coloured  population  of  the  United  States,  they  will  in  the 
year  1868,  amount  to  above  10, 000, 000;  in  188^2,  to  15,000,000, 
unless  some  ellicient  measures -of  prevention  be  adopted!  Who 
can  regar<l  this  enormous  increase  without  aftright.-  U  ho  can 
consider  any  expense  too  great  to  avert  the  horrible  conse<|Ucn- 
ces,  with  which  it  is  pregnant?     Could  a  portion  of  the  national 


•8ce  Note  at  the  end. 
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wealth — could  iiuliviiltial  or  State  munifuonce  be  in  anv  other 
iiiode  bettfr  em|)li»yeil?  ''Can  any  man  wlio  loves  liis  coiintrv, 
regard  the  piesent  prospect  on  this  subject  without  terror?  Can 
>ve  view  this  state  of  thiuirs  and  let  it  |»ass  on,  without  once  cal- 
culatini;  wliat  will  be  its  consequences  to  posterity."" — [^^f^y- 
nwtul. 

1  shall  conclude  tlii«i  lono;  letter  with  statin;^,  that  in  loiifor- 
mity  with  the  views  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,  ■  <)f  New  York,  I  send 
you  one  hundred  dollars,  and  intend  to  remit  to  the  Socitty.  the 
same  sum,  tor  nkie  successive  yeais,  should  1  live  so  Ion".  But 
I  wish  it  distinctly  understood,  that  although  this  is  my  present 
intention,  I  am  nt)t  to  be  considered  as  irrevocably  bound  bv  it. 
I  hold  myself  at  liberty,  should  I  judge  projjcr,  (which  however 
is  unlikely,)  to  change  my  purpose. 

Yours  with  esteem, 
Matthew  Carev. 
rhihuk/jjhhi,  Xov.  8///,  1828. 

NOTE. 

Smith  left  the  Colony  furnished  with  three  ships,  good  fortifi- 
cations, twenty-five  pieces  of  cannon,  arms,  ammunition,  ap- 
parel, commodities  for  trading,  and  tools  for  all  kinds  of  labour. 
At  James'  Town,  there  were  nearly  sixty  houses.  The  set- 
tlers had  begun  to  plant  and  to  fortify  at  five  or  six  other 
places.  The  number  of  inhabitants  was  nearly  five  Inindred. — 
Thev  had  just  gathered  in  their  Indian  harvest,  and  Jjesides, 
had  considerable  provision  in  their  stores.      They  had  between 

♦Ret   R.  R.  Gcrlet.  Peterboho,  X.^t.  Dec  26,  1827. 

Dear  Sir:  Above  is  mj  draught  for  1^100,  which,  (  trust,  you  will  be 
able  to  realize  without  much  delay  or  trouble.  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that 
the  only  present  channel  for  our  labours  in  belialfof  Africa  and  her  un- 
Ijappy  cliildren  on  our  shores,  is  that  whicii  the  Amer.  Colonization  Socie- 
ty opens  up  to  our  patriotic  and  christian  liberality.  Can  there  not  be  one 
hundred  persons  found,  who  will  subscribe  SlOUO  each  to  the  funds  of 
your  Society  > — $100  to  be  paid  in  hand,  and  the  residue  in  nine  equal  pay- 
ments. If  there  can  be,  you  are  then  at  liberty  to  conside^me  as  one  of 
tl>e  one  hundred  persons,  and  ilie  enclosed  draught  as  the  first  payment  of 
my  41000.  , 

Your  friend.  Gsbbit  Smith. 
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five  and  sii  hmuli-oil  lio^s,  an  tH|ual  number  of  fowls,  some 
goats  and  sonu'  ^lleep.  Thoy  luitl  also  l)t)ats,  nets  and  good  ac* 
comniodutions  for  fishin;;;.  Hut  «ucli  was  the  sedition,  idle- 
ness and  dissipation  of  tliis  mad  peo|)le,  that  they  were  soon  re- 
duced to  the  most  miserable  ciioiimstances.  No  sooner  was 
Capt.  Smith  mme,  than  the  savam'S,  provoked  by  their  dissolute 
practices  and  eiuouraj^ed  by  their  want  of  government,  revolt- 
ed, hunteil  and  slew  them  from  place  to  place.  Nansemond, 
the  plantation  at  the  falls,  and  all  the  out-settlements,  were 
abandoned.  In  a  short  time,  nearly  fortv  of  the  company  were 
cut  oir  by  the  enemy.  Their  time  and  provisions  were  consum- 
ed in  riut;  their  utensils  were  stolen  or  destroyed;  their  hogs, 
sheep  and  fowls  killed  and  carried  oft'  b}  the  Indians.  The 
sword  without,  famine  and  sickness  within,  soon  made  among 
them  surprising  destruction.  Within  the  term  of  six  nit)nths, 
of  their  whole  number,  sixty  only  survived.  These  were  the 
most  poor,  famishing  wretches,  subsisting  chiefly  on  herbs, 
acorns  and  berries.  Such  was  the  famine,  that  they  fed  on  the 
skins  of  their  dead  horses:  nay,  tlkey  boiled  and  ate  the  flesh  of 
the  dead.  Indeed  they  were  reduced  to  such  extremity,  that 
had  they  not  been  relieved,  the  whole  Colony  in  eight  or  ten 
davs  would  have  been  extinct.  Such  are  the  dire  eftects  of 
idleness,  faction  and  want  of  proper  subordination. — [//o/mca' 
.American  Annals,  Vol.    I,    p.    GO. 

This  hideous  state  of  things  took  place  in  1610;  and  the 
first  attempt  at  settlement  was  in  1585.  Thus  we  see  there 
were  twenty-five  years  of  famine,  disorder,  slaughter  and  de- 
struction. 

We  introduce  the  foUowinfc  extracts  from  this  wtlUwrittcn  and  very  able 
Address,  with  an  entire  conviction,  that  it  an  apolojjy  for  their  appearance 
in  our  work  shouM  be  deemed  needful,  they  will  abundantly  »i)eak  their 
own  apolo}jy.  Coming',  as  they  do,  from  the  central  part  of  Virginia,  they 
willfully  evince,  that  we  have  in  that  quarter,  at  kaut  one  distinguished 
friend,  in  addition  to  those  whom  wc  knew  before,  liut  further,  they 
35 
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doubtless  contain  tlie  stnliiuentt.  of  main  ;  and  viewed  in  tliis  light  tliey  are 
pcciili;*!-!}  intircstlng',  especially  as  those  Bcnlimcnts  are  expressed  in  a 
cleiir,  concise  and  forcible  manner.  We  conhdently  tnist,  that  so  much 
zeal  anil  inellig'ence  will  ever  hereafter  be  ahve  and  active  in  promoting 
thia  great  cause  of  Africa  and  our  country. 

"The  scheme  of  colonizing  our  coloured  people,  is  not  a  new 
and  untried  theory,  nor  can  it  be  traced  to  any  impure  or  sus- 
picious origin.  Lung  ago,  when  the  sages  of  the  revolution  still 
directed  our  public  attiiirs,  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  first  adopt- 
ed th*^  scheme,  took  measures  to  carry  it  into  eftect,  and  would 
have  proceeded  with  it,  as  the  proper  business  of  government, 
had  they  been  able  at  that  time,  to  obtain  a  foreign  territory 
ailapted  to  the  purpose. 

*'About  twelve  years  ago,  some  of  the  wisest  men  of  the  na- 
tion, (mostly  slave-holders,)  formed,  in  the  city  (»f  Washington, 
the  present  American  Colonization  Society.  Among  them  were 
men  high  in  office,  who  had  spent  many  years  in  studying  the 
interests  of  their  country,  and  who  could  not,  therefore,  be  sus- 
pected of  short-sightetl  enthusiasm,  or  any  secret  design  of  dis- 
turbing the  rights  or  the  safety  of  our  Southern  citizens. 

''Experience  has  so  far  proved  the  wisdom  of  their  plan. — 
They  have  sent  about  14()t)  coloured  people  to  Africa;  settled 
them  in  a  good  country,  where  they  flourish  beyond  all  previ- 
ous expectation:  and  thus  have  the  Society  demonstrated,  that 
Hothing  is  wanting  to  complete  success,  but  an  adherence  to  the 
same  wise  principles,  and  a  general  movement  of  our  citizens 
in  favour  of  the  scheme. 

"The  scheme  itself  is  a  simple  one.  It  is,  to  remove,  t/'ifh 
their  cotmenty  the  free  people  of  colour  from  the  United  Slate-i; 
and  to  colonize  or  settle  them  in  ^^frica,  the  country  of  their  fore- 
fathers 

••You  will  observe,  first,  that  there  is  to  be  no  intermeddling 
with  property  in  slaves.  The  rights  of  masters  are  to  remain 
sacred  in  the  eyes  of  the  Society.  The  tendency  of  the  scheme, 
and  one  of  its  objects,  is  to  secure  slave-holders,  and  the  whole 
Southern  country,  against  certain  evil  consequences,  growing 
out  of  the  present  three-fold  mixture  of  our  population.  If 
slave-holders  shall  choose  to  liberate  their  slaves,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  them  removed  to  Africa,  there  is  nothing  to  pre- 
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vent  tluMii;  ami  tliis  I'lW'ct  of  the  solu-ino,  instead  ot"  U'litlin;;  to 
evil,  is  luit  inttif  -latifvinu;  to  huinaiiity,  tlian  it  is  favoniabli'  to 
tlu"  :;i'iuMal  iiitiMi'st  of  our  citi/A'iis. 

'•Obsi'ivo,  socoiully,  tl>at  ovorv  thing  is  to  be  voluntary:  those 
only  arc  to  be  si-nt  away,  who  \\illiMu:lv  olfor  tlitMnsi-lvcs.  The 
riijiits  of  all  parties  are  to  be  respected.  Those  who  p;o,  will  go 
freely,  with  thi>  hope  of  bettering  their  condition.  Tliose  who 
are  releaseil  from  slavery,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  the 
Colony,    will  be  released  by  the  voluntary  act  of  their  masters. 

"The  free  coloured  people  arc  generally  too  poor  to  bear  the 
expense  of  a  long  voyage,  and  of  a  new  settlement  in  a  distant 
country.  They  depend  on  our  citi/.ens  for  chaiitable  aid;  and 
tliis  is  what  we  solicit  you  to  join  in  affording  to  them.  Some  of 
them  are  able  to  pay  all  their  expenses;  others,  particularly  suck 
as  are  newly  emancipated,  are  so  miserably  destitute,  as  to  need 
donations  of  food,  clothing  and  utensils. 

''These  are  the  principles  of  the  Colonization  Society.  We 
can  ptMceive  nothing  in  them  to  alarm  the  most  timid,  or  to  of- 
fend the  most  conscientious  man  in  the  country.  " 

'•It  will  appear  too  on  the  least  reflection,  that  our  interest 
Avill  be  promoted  by  this  scheme  of  Colonization.  At  a  n\ode- 
rate  expense  we  shall  relieve  our  country  of  a  growing  pest;  we 
shall  make  room  for  a  better  population,  and  secure  the  contin- 
uance of  domestic  peace  and  prosperity. 

''The  scheme  of  Colonization  will  not  only  extend  to  the  peo- 
ple of  colour  who  are  now  free,  but  it  will  occasion  an  increased 
dispositon  in  masters  to  liberate  their  slaves,  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  them  to  Africa.  It  has  already  produced  that  effect. — 
There  are  thousands  of  humane  slave-holders  in  the  Southern 
States,  who  have  been  restrained  from  liberating  their  slaves,  by 
considerations  of  humanity  and  policy.  The  wretched  condi- 
tion of  free  ncgroen  in  our  country,  makes  it  doubtlul  to  many 
good  men,  whether  slaves  would  be  benelited  by  manumission; 
unless  they  could  be  removed  to  a  better  situation  than  they  caa 
find  in  this  country.  It  is  certainly  inexpedient  also  to  multiply 
the  number  of  our  free  coloured  population,  lor  reasons  which  we 
have  already  su^gestetl. 

•'Now  the  scheme  of  colonizing  them  in  Africa,  where  they 
will  have  a  tine  soil  to  cultivate,   a  large  commerce  to   excite 
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their  cnterprist-:  and  cmiv  |iii\iliu;o  arul  institution  calculated 
to  pronuite  their  iiniiioviMiuMit — this  will  not  only  remove  objec- 
tions to  uianuniission,  but  will  otler  every  induceuiont  to  it, 
which  humanity  and  policy  can  aft'oid.'' 

**\N'e  have  said  enouj;l»  to  prove  the  expediency — or  rather 
the  absolute  necessitv  of  rtdoni/.ation.  Hut  the  vast  amount, 
of  the  coloured  people,  seems  to  aftbrd  a  disheartening  prospect,; 
and  makes  numbers  of  our  citizens  give  up  the  cause  in  des- 
pair. But  the  difTiculties  are  not  so  great,  as  at  first  sight  we 
may  ap])rohend. 

''Let  us  recur  to  the  principle  abovemcntioned — that  every 
black  family  occupies  the  room  of  a  white  family.  On  this  principle 
we  are  lost,  if  we  sutler  the  coloureil  population  to  multiply,  un- 
checked, upon  our  haiuls;  because  they  will  increase  fa^ter  than 
the  whites,  and  will  crowiJ  them  out  of  all  the  Southern  country. 
But  on  the  same  principle  we  are  saved,  if  by  means  of  coloniza- 
tion, we  can  rct.ird  the  increase  of  the  blacka,  and  gain  ground 
on  them  in  the  South.  That  we  can  do  with  ease,  if  our  people 
will  unite  in  prosecuting  the  scheme.  Every  family  taken  from 
the  blacks,  will  ad<l  also  a  family  to  the  whites,  antl  make  an 
actual  difl'erence  of  two  families  in  our  favour.  This  exchange 
will  leave  fewer  blacks  to  remove,  while  it  will  increase  our 
abilitv  to  remove  them.  Thus,  at  every  step  in  the  work  of 
colonization,  our  labour  will  become  less,  and  our  ability  greater. 
If  we  colonize  1000  a  year,  we  shall  every  year  gain  a  relative 
strength  of  2000.  Let  us  remove  10,000  a  year,  and  we  gain, 
relatively,  iJ0,000  each  year,  and  200,000  in  ten  years. 

''We  affirm  therefore,  that  a  vigorous  commencement  alone 
is  wanting,  to  ensure  success.  Set  the  work  fairly  in  motionj 
and  like  a  stone  which  rolls  down  hill,  it  will  gather  force  and  ve- 
locity as  it  proceetls.  A  small  but  happy  commencement  has 
been  made.  The  fertile  country  of  Liberia  has  been  purchased, 
containing  vacant  land  enough  for  many  thousand  additional  fam- 
iliesj  the  business  has  been  put  in  train,  and  wants  but  united 
exertion,  on  our  part,  to  give  it  the  decisive  push.  Now  is  the 
time  for  every  friend  of  the  measure,  to  put  forth  all  his  exer- 
tions in  its  behalf.  Every  year's  delay  now,  adds  80,000  to 
those  whom  it  is  our  duty  and  our  policy  to  diminish.  But  eve- 
ry year's  exertion  will  deduct  more  and  more  from  that   fearful 
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increase,  and  u;ivo  a  constantly  uccoK'rated  ^ain  to  the  increase 
of  our  citizens." 

"Self-interest  and  self-preservation  fiu  ni>li  motives  cnou^^h  to 
excite  our  exertions;  benevolence,  of  the  most  pure  and  difTu^ive 
kind,  unites  her  voice  in  the  same  cause.  \N  e  have  before  de- 
scribed the  wretched  condition  of  our  free  coloured  people. — 
Let  us  consider  whether  a  removal  to  Africa,  would  not  place 
them  in  far  happier  circumstances. 

"•Africa  is  a  continent  of  vast  extent,  stretcliinj,  4,800  miles 
from  North  to  South,:  and  at  the  broadest  part,  4000  miles  from 
East  to  West.  Though  much  of  it  consists  of  sandy  deserts; 
one  half,  probably,  is  a  fertile  country,  and,  ig  many  parts,  it  is 
exceedingly  rich.  The  climate  is  every  where  warm,  and  being 
the  native  climate  of  the  negro  race,  it  is  agreeable  to  their  con- 
stitution. Along  the  Western  side,  opposite  to  America,  there 
is  a  line  of  coast  3000  miles  in  extent,  backed  by  a  fertile  coun- 
try, and  rich  in  valuable  products,  such  as  rice,  cotton,  coft'ee, 
sugar,  drugs,  dye-stuffs,  ivory  and  gold-dust.  The  coast  of  Gui- 
nea, about  1500  miles  in  length,  has  been  for  centuries  infested 
by  the  slave-trade;  and  the  greater  part  of  it  has  been  reduced 
to  a  wilderness.  Our  negroes  came  chiefly  from  that  naturally 
rich  country:  and  back  to  that  land  of  their  fortfathers  we  de- 
sire to  send  them.  Probably  one  hundred  millions  of  fertile 
acres,  are  lying  uncultivated  there,  which  might  be  purchased  of 
the  feeble  and  barbarous  natives  for  a  small  compensation.  The 
Colony  of  Liberia  lies  near  the  centre  of  that  coast.  Never  did 
a  people  in  similar  circumstances  prosper  more  than  the  people 
of  that  Colony,  who  were  so  lately  a  portion  of  our  degraded 
and  wretched  free  negroes;  they  are  in  their  own  country;  they 
live  on  their  own  soil;  they  are  the  people  of  the  land,  whit  will 
have  the  making  of  the  laws,  and  the  sole  management  of  their 
own  affairs,  as  soon  as  they  are  prepared  for  that  event. 

"It  has  been  doubted,  whether  our  coloured  people  be  capable 
of  becoming  a  free  and  civili/,ed  nation.  Those  who  entertain 
this  doubt,  have  not  made  fcullicient  allowance  f«)r  the  unfortu- 
nate condition  of  the  coloured  race,  both  in  America  and  in  Af- 
rica. What  can  be  expected  t)f  men  who  have  been  untaught, 
enslaved,  despised,  and  thrust  out  from  every  societv  and  every 
institution,  by  which  ihey  might  be  improved?     How  couM  they 
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be  otherwise  than  i^jnoi.mt,  rude,  and  uiK|iialiried  to  act  a  part 
in  life,  for  uliiih  they  were  not  educated,  and  to  which  thej 
durst  not  aspire?  In  Ilayti,  where  they  rose  suddenlv  to  liberty 
and  indepeiidonce;  they  have  manaijed  theii-  attairs  as  well  as 
the  new  nations  of  Spanish  America.  In  the  colony  of  I^iberia, 
to  which  about  140(»  of  them  have  removed,  from  thia  c(»untry; 
they  give  proyiise  of  becoming  as  wise  and  orderly  a  community 
as  ever  was  fm  ined  under  like  circumstimces. 

''We  are  told,  what  is  in  itself  agreeable  to  the  nature  of 
things, — th;it  when  our  colouied  people  reach  the  African  shore, 
and  find  tlu'insi'lves  to  be  the  people,  lords  of  the  soil,  fathers  of 
a  free  nation,  atui  heralds  of  civilization  to  a  vast  continent ; — 
they  feel  a  new  spirit  within  theni — their  souls  rise  to  the  dignity 
of  their  station,  and  expand  to  the  breadth  of  their  pro»])ects. 

*'It  would  be  iiupiudent,  we  admit,  to  crowd  the  unprepared 
multitude  of  our  coloured  people,  too  rapidly  into  Africa.  The 
evil  consequences  of  such  a  measure  may  be  avoided,  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  schools  in  some  suitable  jtartof  the  United  States, 
and  also  in  Africa,  in  order  to  give  some  of  them  a  preparatory 
education, — and  by  taking  care  to  send  over  the  necessary  pro- 
portions of  the  more  intelligent  and  virtuous  among  them. — 
Schools  are  established  for  the  whole  population  of  Liberia;  in 
process  of  time,  the  rising  generation  will  come  forth  in  that 
country,  with  the  ideas  and  habits  of  intelligent  citizens;  and 
will  keep  up  a  healthy  action  in  the  body  politic,  though  many 
of  our  rude  emigrants  should  continue  to  arrive  among  them. 

♦•The  African  tribes  are  mostly  in  a  state  of  wretched  barba- 
rism, which  is  not  ow  ing  to  natural  incapacity,  but  to  their  un- 
fortunate condition.  During  250  years,  they  have  been  the 
prey  of  avarice  and  cruelty.  The  slave-trade  has  infested  their 
coasts,  and  kfpt  their  people  at  continual  war,  to  supply  the 
traders  with  captives  foi-  the  American  market.  In  vain  have 
Britain  and  the  United  States  endeavoured,  lately,  to  stop  this 
iiduiman  traffic.  Nothing  will  stop  it,  while  the  diabolical  tra- 
ders can  obtain  slaves  in  Africa.  Let  us  line  the  coast  with 
colonies;  and  shut  up  all  the  avenues  of  the  trade.  Already  has 
the  little  Colony  of  Liberia  excluded  the  dealers  in  human 
flesh  from  i2()()  miles  of  coast.  A  dozen  such  colonies  at  proper 
distances,    would   leave   the    miscreants    scarce  a  door  out  of 
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which  to  (Iriiu;  tlicir  pti'v.  It  is  linu"  to  stoj)  thrir  work,  which 
has  kept  AlVita  in  tears  ami  baibarism — tilled  America  with 
slaves,  anil  whitened  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  between  them,  with 
the  bones  of  tlutse  who  perished  on  the  way.  Last  year,  prwba- 
blv  80.000  miserable  creatures  were  torn  from  Africa,  crammed 
into  filthy  ships,  and  cdiiveyed  into  hopeless  bondage  in  tlic 
Southern  pair  of  our  continent;  exccj)t  eight  or  ten  thousand, 
wh<.  wer«  killed  bv  ill  usage  on  the  way,  and  thrown  U>  the 
sharks.  This  horrible  business  has  been  going  on  in  the  same 
way  fur  c^ntuiies. 

'•Our  colonies  will  deliver  Africa  and  America  from  this  deso-  f  ^ 
latiiig  curse.  They  will  make  some  compensation  for  the  incal- 
culable miseries  which  it  has  produced,  by  dift'using  civiliz,ation 
and  Christianity  among  all  the  tribes  in  their  neighbourhood.  Al- 
ready is  the  colony  of  Liberia  exercising  a  salutary  influence  on 
the  tribes  of  the  vicinity.  Some  of  them  have  actually  petition- 
ed for  instruction  in  the  arts  and  religion,  which  elevate  their 
new  neighbors  so  far  above  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try. Missionaries  are  proceeding  to  the  work  with  every  pros 
pect  of  success.  Hitherto  the  tribes  of  Africa  have  been  almost 
unapproachalde  to  the  Chiistian  Missionarv.  The  cohiur  of 
w  liite  men,  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate  to  their  constitutions, 
and  the  want  of  a  refuge  among  warring  barbarians,  have  prov- 
ed insuperable  obstacles.  But  these  obstacles  exist  no  longer 
in  Liberia.  Black  missionaries  can  be  employed,  the  tribes  arc 
at  peace,  antl  they  sec  with  admiration,  the  example  set  before 
them,  of  what  real  CMiristians  (n(»t  slave-traders)  are.  The  colo- 
ny is  a  hive  from  which  the  labourers  can  issue,  and  into  which, 
in  case  of  necessity,  they  may  retire.  It  is  a  radiating  point 
from  v.hicli  light  will  emanate  and  ditluse  itself,  fiir  into  the  sur- 
rounding darkness.  Such  will  be  every  successive  colony  plant- 
ed by  the  Christian  charity  of  our  nation. 

'•Does  not  Divine  Provideiue  |)oint  out  this  as  the  one  and  on- 
ly way,  in  which  poor  Ethiopia  shall  at  last  'stretch  out  her 
hands  unto  G<nlr' 

••Difliculty  has  been  apprehended  in  obtaining  a  sulTicient 
number  of  e-nigrauts,  if  we  attempt  to  colon i/.e  »in  a  large  scale. 
Many  of  the  free  people  are  either  ignoiant  of  the  scheme,  (n 
prejudiced   against  it.     They  are  suspicious  of  white  men;  and 


280  Mdress  of  the  Rockbridge  Col.  Societij.         [Nov. 

judging  from  past  experience,  they  are  fearful  of  a  deep-laid 
plot  to  enslave  them  again.  Their  prejudices  will  be  removed 
in  the  progress  of  the  work.  Information  will  be  diffused — 
thej  who  emigrate  will  send  back  word  of  their  situation  and 
prospects.  The  subject  will  excite  increasing  attention  among 
tliem,  and  every  successive  year  will  find  them  better  informed, 
and  present  them  with  adtlitional  motives  to  join  their  brethren 
in  Africa.  IJ.Mievolent  masters  will  furnish  increasing  numbers 
to  swell  the  tide  of  emigrants.  Thus  far,  at  least,  the  Society 
has  been  unable  to  transport  them  as  fast  as  they  have  offered 
themselves.  Fifteen  who  belong  to  our  county  have  applied  for 
a  passage.  A  gentlenian  of  Georgia  lias  lately  proposed  to  send 
hi»  slaves,  to  the  number  of  -45,  if  he  could  obtain  aid  from  the 
Society.  But  the  funds  are  wanting.  If  our  citizens  be  wise, 
they  will  hereafter  provide  means  for  all  who  are  ready  and 
qualifieil  to  go.  None  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  waiting 
a  single  year,  before  they  leave  our  country,  and  make  room  for 
white  citi/.ens. 

*'The  expense  of  the  colonization  scheme  is  made  a  serious  ob- 
jection by  many  of  our  citizens.  AVe  acknowledge  the  expense 
to  be  great.  But  what  human  evil  is  removed  or  blessing  obtained 
without  cost?  We  put  it  to  the  juilgment  and  conscience  of  any 
man  to  sav,  whether  the  ends  which  the  Colonization  Society  has 
in  view,  would  not  justify  almost  any  expenditure  within  the 
compass  of  our  ability?  Adil  the  evils  whicli  will  be  removed,  to 
the  positive  benefits  that  will  accrue — look  to  the  future,  and 
calculate  the  amount,  and  then  say  how  many  miHiims  of  dol- 
lars it  is  worth;  and  how  much  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  especially,  in  the  Southern  States,  can  afford  to  pay 
for  the  whole. — We  shall  then  be  prepared  to  demonstrate  to  you, 
that  the  actual  cost  will  fall  infinitely  below  the  value  of  the  mea- 
sure. Were  it  possible,  or  desirable,  to  remove  all  our  colour- 
ed population  at  once,  the  expense  would  hardly  exceed  the  sum 
which  was  expended  by  the  government,  in  one  year  of  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain.  But  we  may  take  20  or  30  years  to  pay 
that  sum  in  the  present  undertaking,  and  thereby  accomplish  the 
main  ends  of  the  scheu»e:  the  safety  of  our  country,  the  relief 
of  a  large  portion  of  our  coloured  people,  the  civilization  of  a 
'•nntiiu'iif.    aiul  the  eternal  (U-shuitioa  of  th**  slave-trade. 
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"The  cost  is  now  af  tlu>  rate  ot  pi'iliaps  830  for  each  person 
sent  to  Africa.  If  the  work  be  carried  on  viy;oroiislv,  tin-  rate 
per  head  will  coiuinue  to  diiniiiish.  This  will  appear  evident 
from  the  follow  iiii;  considerations. 

'•I.  It  is  alwavs  chi-aper  to  carry  on  such  undertakings  on  a 
lar»e,  than  on  a  small  scale,  and  to  proceed  w  ith  it  alter  a  good 
beginniiii!;  has  been  nmde,  and  expt  rience  has  been  gained. 

"•2.  When  the  colonies  have  y;iown  and  i:;otten  into  a  regular 
train  of  business,  a  large  commerce  will  arise  between  us  and 
them.  Sii.ps  will  carrv  out  fine  and  valuabh'  goods  to  bring  ra\T 
produce  in  return.  The  oufwaril  cargo  being  generally  lighter, 
einiu;rants  may  be  taki-n  at  a  low  rate. 

"3.  \N'hen  tlie  colonists  acquire  property,  and  get  into  regu- 
lar business,  they  will  want  hands  in  their  fields,  shops  atid  com- 
mercial operations.  They  can  then  alVord  immediate  employ- 
ment to  new  emigrants,  and  pay  their  passage  in  order  to  obiain 
their  services.  Thus  many  poor  emigrants  may  be  sent  at  little 
or  no  expense  to  this  country. 

"4.  The  Colonies  will  after  a  while  defray  all  the  expenses 
of  iheir  own  government — purchase  lands  for  new  settlers,  and 
contribute,  in  various  ways  to  reduce  tiie  expense  of  adding  to 
their  own  population. 

**It  is  not  unreasonable  to  calculate,  that  in  the  course  of  rime, 
the  work  of  colonization  may  proceed  rapidly  with  but  little  aid 
from  our  citizens.  To  bring  that  to  pass,  however,  in  any  rea- 
sonable time,  we  must  soon  lay  a  broad  foundalifm,  by  hasten- 
ing the  growth  of  the  present  Colony,  and  establishing  others." 

>^*aya\  luVtVVigewce. 

Portsmottfft,  Jvhj  12. — Tiie  Diadem  transport  arrived  on 
Thursday  from  Sierra  Leone;  which  place  she  left  on  the  I  Ttli 
May. — She  brings  home  returne<l  storesand  invalids.  The  Col- 
ony and  8(|uadron  were  veiy  healthy.  Com.  Collier  was  there, 
in  the  Sybille  frigate,  refitting,  but  intended  to  proceed  to  As- 
cension in  about  ten  davs. — The  Commodore  had  been  fortu- 
nate in  the  ca[)ture  of  slave  vessels,  having  carried  into  .^ierra 
Leone  a  Dutch  schooner,  with  "ZT-Z  slave?,  and  a  S])anish  &thuo- 
GG 
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ner,  with  282  slaves;  also  a  schooner  called  the  Hope,  ol  180 
tons  burden  (which  \eshel  had  reci-ntlv  bei-ti  employed  as  a  ten- 
der lo  tlie  Maidstdiie),  v\iih  a  car^tt  mi  hoard  for  the  pur<  hase  of 
slaves.  The  Sybille  has  not  been  on  the  station  more  than  tea 
month.s,  and  in  that  period  she  has  captured  nearly  12()0  ^.I^m's. 
Tlie  riiinruse  and  Pluii.pi'r  were  also  there. — About  the  1st  of 
May,  the  Black  Joke,  Lt.  \\  .  'rurncr,  tender  to  the  S>bille, 
fell  iu  with  a  Spanish  pri\ateer,  and  had  a  severe  action.  '1  he 
Black  Joke  had  on  board  -1.3  men,  with  one  long  gun  on  a  swiv- 
el: the  Spaniard  mounted  14  carriage  guns,  <d' twelve  and  twen- 
ty-four-poun<lers,  on  Cover's  principle,  w  ith  a  crew  of  87  men.  of 
all  nations.  Two  ilays  previously,  she  had  been  boarded  b\  ihe 
Sybille,  and  had  exhibited  a  regular  commission,  from  the  K-ing 
of  Spain,  to  cruise  as  a  priviiteer  against  the  vessels  of  the  South 
American  States.  These  two  vessels  fell  in  together  in  the 
night,  and  at  day-light  the  Spaniard  was  observed  with  a  red  en- 
sign (Knglish);  on  aj)pri)aihinj;  within  hail,  he  promised  to  send 
a  boat  on  board  the  lihuk  Joke,  but,  inunediately  afterwards, 
said  he  had  no  boat  that  could  swiui,  and  reciut-sted  one  to  be 
sent  to  him.  Lieutenant  Turner  ctjnsequtntly  sent  a  boat  with 
two  men  and  a  Mastei's  Mate,  who  were  compelled  to  go  on 
board  the  pirate,  anil  who  immediately  sent  an  officer  and  five 
men  in  the  same  b(»at,  to  the  lilack  Joke,  with  a  demand  tC)  look 
at  her  papers.  Lieutenant  Turner,  not  wishing  to  compromise 
the  sal'etv  of  his  three  men  on  board  the  Spaniard,  showed  his 
commission,  and  Commodore  Collier's  orders  to  cruise;  which, 
after  a  parlev,  were  desired  to  be  sent  to  the  privateer,  to  com- 
pare with  the  signature  of  the  Commodore,  w  ho  had  previously 
put  his  name  to  the  back  of  the  Spanish  commission.  Lieuten- 
ant Turtier,  however,  prudently  detained  the  officer  and  two 
men,  as  hostages  for  his  ow  n  peo|)le.  A  demand  was  then  made 
that  the  Black  Joke  should  send  15  of  her  crew  on  board  the 
privateer,  wl^o  would  send  the  like  numbei-  of  men  to  the  for- 
mer, and  that  both  vessels  should  go  to  Princess  Island.  This 
having  been,  of  course  refused,  the  privateer  immediately  fired 
into  the  tender  a  broadside,  when  the  Black  Joke,  immediately 
taking  a  position  on  the  Spaniard's  bow,  engaged  him  for  two 
hours,  principally  with  grape  shot,  and  nearly  unrigged  him. — 
The  Spaniard  then  hoisted  out  a  Hag  of  truce,  and  sent  our  peo- 
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|)lo  on  boaitl,  vlidsc  lives  liail  been  sovcral  tiiuc>  atli'inpliMl  dii- 
riii:;  tin*  action,  I)tit  who  were  saved  solely  by  the  intci  veniion 
of  the  Captain.  The  Spaniards  would  not  confess  what  their 
loss  had  been;  several  wounded  men,  however,  were  seen.  For- 
tunately, the  HIack.  Joke  had  none  of  her  people  hurt,  though  her 
sails  and  ri;2;:^in<;  were  much  cut  up.  Too  much  encomium  can- 
not be  given  to  Lieut.  Turner,  for  his  intrepidity  and  judgment 
on  the  occasion.  Feinando  Po  is  losing  ground  in  the  estima- 
tion of  all;  its  insalubrity  rendering  it  a  spot  totallv  unfit  for  a 
settlement.  Since  the  establishment,  we  have  buried  a  man 
weekly,  and  sent  home  a  great  number  of  invalids;  the  natives 
also  have  shown  a  desire  to  avoid  us,  and  never  come  near  the 
settlement.  No  fresh  beef  is  to  be  had,  and  very  few  fowls;  and 
yams,  whic.n  were  so  plentiful,  are  not  now  to  be  «)btained;  the 
North  Star  could  not  get  one.  Palm  wine,  for  which  only  six- 
pence a  gallon  is  paid,  is  drank  in  abundance  by  our  seamen, 
and  a  more  deleterious  liquor  cannot  be  taken;  it  invariably  pro- 
duces illness.  The  annual  estimated  cost  of  this  establishment 
is  £29,000.  The  North  Star  was  on  the  Gold  Coast,  and  the 
Clinker  had  sailed  to  the  Gambia. 

TA\e,  \ate  TVey.  Jaco^i  Osow, 

Messrs.  Editors: — Perhaps  it  may  be  gratifying  to  your  read- 
ers, to  know  something  more  of  the  African  Missionary  (the 
Rev.  Jacob  Oson)  whose  death  was  announced  in  your  last  pa- 
per. In  his  case,  we  are  furnished  with  a  striking  instance  of 
the  triumph  of  integrity,  industry,  application,  and  a  patient  and 
humble  reliance  on  divine  assistance,  over  all  the  disadvantages 
of  colour  and  humble  birth,  and  of  the  early  associations  arising 
from  these  circumstances.  Ilis  early  piety,  his  natural  strength 
of  mind,  and  his  prudence  and  sound  judgment,  seemed  to  ijual- 
ify  him  for  usefulness;  and  he  expressed  a  strong  desire,  nearly 
twenty  years  ago,  to  enter  the  gospel  ministrv.  Hut  his  educa- 
tion was  insuflicient,  at  that  time,  to  enable  him  advantaxeou>ljr 
to  commence  the  study  of  divinit\ ;  and  the  slate  of  the  coloured 
population  throu^'hout  the  coiiiitrv  was  su(  h,  as  to  hold  «»ul  but 
little  prospect  of  gathering  a  congregation   to  receive  bis  minis- 
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trations.  Such,  liowcvtT,  was  liis  ilesire  to  qualify  himself  for 
the  saiiftl  oIlictN  that  Ik-  fuuiiil  tiiiu',  amid  the  care  and  labour 
of  reaiiiij;  a  lar;;e  familv,  to  make  very  considerable  projjress  ia 
an  Eiii;li«h  educatmti;  and,  eventually,  by  keeping  a  school  for 
coloured  children,  he  not  only  added  to  his  stock  of  knowledge, 
but  became  an  expt  riiiiced  and  successful  teacher.  From  the 
moment  that  an  Anu'ilcan  c(»lony  was  established  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  he  began  to  Itiok  forward  to  that  oppressed  and  degraded 
country,  as  the  scene  of  liis  future  labours;  and  iiaving  produced 
satisfactory  testimonials  of  character  and  qualifications,  to  the  ec- 
clesiastical autliority  of  Cimnecticut,  he  was  admitted  as  a  can- 
didate for  holy  orders.  He  now  applied  himself  diligently  t» 
his  studies;  and  when  the  Dnmestic  aiid  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety were  prepared  to  send  a  Missionary  to  Liberia,  he  receiv- 
ed and  acceptetl  tlie  appointment.  He  was  soon  after  admitted 
to  holy  orders,  by  the  Rijiht  Rev.  Bishop  Brownell,  and  was  ta- 
ken into  the  employ  of  tlie  Society.  The  necessary  outfits  were 
prepared,  every  thin^^  was  in  readiness  for  his  departure,  and  he 
anxiously  w^aited  for  a  passage  to  the  station  which  he  fondlj 
hoped  he  was  ilestined  tu  occupy.  But  it  pleased  Providence  t» 
disappoint  his  expectations,  and  to  frustrate,  for  the  present, 
the  plans  of  Hie  Society.  Tliouiih  he  liad  hitherto  enjoyed  aa 
unusual  share  of  good  health,  he  now  fell  into  a  rapid  decline, 
which  terminated  his  earthly  existence,  on  the  very  day  that 
he  was  directed  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  to  take  his  passage 
for  the  Colony.  In  the  view  of  approaching  death,  but  one  con- 
sideration appeared  to  distress  him — anil  this  was,  that  he  was 
never  to  be  permitted  to  see  Africa.  He  frequently  remarked, 
that  he  could  realize  no  terror  in  death;  and  sometimes  express- 
ed a  fear,  that  this  circumstance  might  be  cunsitlered  as  an  evi- 
dence of  stupidity  or  hardness.  He  bore  a  long  and  distressing 
illness  with  fortitude  and  composure,  and  enjoyed  the  unobscur- 
ed  use  of  his  reason,  until  the  close  of  his  life.  He  received 
the  holy  eucharist,  for  the  lust  time,  a  few  days  before  his  death j 
and  being  asked,  on  the  day  of  his  departure,  whether  his  faith 
and  hope  in  the  Redeemer  remained  steadfast,  he  replied,  with 
great  emphasis — "stroni^er  and  stronger!  *'  He  finally  sunk 
into  the  sleep  of  death,  without  a  struggle. — [^£.  TVatchman. 
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xfhixUlani  to  the  .Imcfican  Culonizulion  Society. 
It  atliiitls  us  mi'at  pleasure  to  aniinume  the  fact,  that  ninny 
Ladies  in  Richmond  have  loiiued  tl\iMnselves  into  a  Society  to 
ai(.l  the  objects  of  our  Institution,  and  that  elVoits  for  a  similar 
purpose  have  been  enijaged  in  by  the  Ladies  of  Pttersburg. — 
A\'e  feel  j^rateful  for  tlie  interest  which  has  thus  been  manifested 
in  our  cause;  and  we  expect  mucii  from  tliese  proceedin;j;s;  es- 
pecially, we  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will  serve  as  a  bright  ex- 
ample to  other  ladies  to  exercise  their  feelings,  their  talents, 
and  tlieir  intluence  in  our  favour,  in  a  similar  way,  and  thus  to 
bring  forwartl  their  cftbrts  and  their  sympathies  in  the  cause  of 
patriotism  and  humanity.  The  state  of  Africa  and  of  our  coun- 
try in  relation  to  that  continent,  makes  its  strongest  apjieal  to 
the  more  mild  and  tender  emotions  of  the  heart;  and  we  trust 
that  the  iair  portion  of  our  community,  in  whom  those  emotions 
are  peculiarly  vivid,  will  be  awake  to  a  subject  which  calls  so 
loudly  for  their  attention,  whlth  has  not  been  sufficiently  urged 
up<m  them,  and  to  which  in  fact,  they  have,  as  yet,  too  httle  at- 
tended. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  in  this  Citv, 
•n  the  irth  of  January.  It  will  add  greatly  to  the  intir-  st  of 
the  (tccasion,  should  the  several  Auxiliary  Institutions  represt-nt 
themselves  by  Delegates.  We  misinterpret  the  signs  of  the 
times,  or  the  year  upon  which  we  are  shortly  to  enter,  is  to  be 
one  of  vast  importance  to  our  work,  and  of  far  more  rapiil  ad- 
vancement to  measures  for  its  execution.  Let,  then,  all  who 
im[)lore  Heaven's  blessin^c  upon  it,  stir  each  other  up  to  liberali- 
ty and  nobler  deeds  in  its  beh.ilf. 

— ...■>>i«^Hiiii , 

"We  are  happy  to  say,  that  the  Society  is  very  soon  (probably 
within  four  or  five  weeks)  to  despatch  an  expedition  with  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  emigranth  to  Liberia.  As  the  etV<irl  lo  do 
this   will  bring  into   reciuisiUon   all  the  resources   which  can   be 
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obtained,  it  is  linped  that  «»iir  friiriil-i  will  not  relax,  but  rather 
2;ivc  new  vi";iiur  to  their  exertions.  Tlie  number  which  can  now 
be  transported  is  only  about  one-fiftli  of  the  whole  number  now 
seekin:;  a  passage.  'I'hc  disposition  to  remove  is  dail\  increas- 
ing among  the  free  people  of  colour,  and  hence  all  who  desire  the 
improvement  of  their  condition,  or  Africa's  redemption,  should 
go  forward  with  more  burning  z.eal  and  mightier  resolution. 

We  have  just  received  tlie  following  lines  on  the  Death  of 
Ashmun  from  a  distinguished  lady  and  poetess,  already  well 
known  to  the  public  for  the  excellence  of  her  composition  and 
sentiments.  We  give  it  a  place  in  the  Repository,  with  the 
liojie  of  something  more  from  her  pen.  confident  tliat  it  will  af- 
ford high  gratification  to  all  who  may  honour  our  work  with  a 
perusal. 

FOn  THE   "llEPOSITORT." 

Whose  is  yon  sable  bier' — 

Why  move  the  thron}?  so  slow' — 
Why  cloth  that  lonely  mother's  tear 

In  sudden  ang'iiish  flow? — 
Why  is  that  sleeper  laid 

To  rest  in  manhood's  pride' — 
How  g-ain'd  his  cheek  such  pallid  shade? — 

I  spake, — but  none  replied. 

The  hoarse  wave  murmur'd  low, 

The  distant  surges  ro.ar'd. — 
And  o'er  the  sea  in  tones  of  woe 

A  deep  response  was  pour'd: 
I  heard  sad  Africk  mourn 

Upon  her  billowy  strand, — 
A  shield  was  from  her  bosom  torn. 

An  anchor  from  her  hand  — 

Ah!  well  1  know  thee  now, 

Though  foreign  suns  would  trace 
Deep  lines  of  death  upon  thy  brow. 

Thou  friend  of  misery's  race. — 
Their  leader  when  the  blast 

Of  ruthless  war  swept  by, — 
Their  teacher  when  the  storm  was  past, 

Their  guide  to  worlds  on  high. — 


1828.]    "  Contributions.  287 

Bent  o'er  tlit  lowly  tomb 

Where  thy  soul's  idol  lay, 
1  s:i\v  thee  rise  above  tiic  ploom, 

AiulhoKl  thy  chang'clcss  way — 
Stern  sickness  woke  a  flume 

That  on  thy  vijjour  fed, — 
But  deathless  cotirage  ncrv'd  the  frame 

W  hen  hcalt!)  and  stienj^lh  had  fled. — 
Spirit  of  Howen — pass  on!  — 

Thy  homcw  .ard  wing'  is  free, — 
Eartii  may  not  claim  thee  for  her  son,— r- 

She  hatli  no  chain  for  thee: — 
Toil  mig'Iit  not  bow  thee  down, — 

Nor  Sorrow  check  thy  race, — 
Nor  Pleasure  win  tliy  birthright  crown,— 

Go  to  thy  own  blest  place! — 
Hartfohi),  Cox,  1828.  L.  II.  S. 

C  o\\\i*\Vnvt\oi\s 

To  the  .ira.  C.  Society  during  the  month  of  November^   1828. 

Collections  by  Georp^e  Duffield,  Esq.  as  follows,  viz: 

in  Presbyterian  Church,  Carlisle,  Pa $6  41 

in  Associate  Reformed  Church,  at  ditto,   ....     6  25 
in  Dickinson  Church,  in  Cumberland  county,     2  50 

i\3  16 

Collections  by  Grove  Wrij^ht,  f'sq.  in  New  York,  as  follows,  viz: 

From  the  Church  at  Ovid,  New  York $10 

From  the  Church  at  Percy,  New  York,    7 

Siles  Pcponii,    Esq.  Ohio,    7 

From  the  Church  at  Danvill,  New  York,    15   17 

From  the ^hurcii  at  WiUiamstown,  Massachusetts,  .     32  97 

From  tlic  Ciiurcli  at  Plattsburgh,  New  York,    10 

82  M 

Collection  by  Ladies  at  Shcplierdstow  n,  \'irginla,   to  make  .lolin 

Matthew  s  a  life  member,   10 

Collection  by  Ladies  at  Oak  Hill,    Fauquier  county   \ir{^iiii:i,  in 
the   pari-sii  of  Leeds,   to  make  Kev.  (ieorjfe  Lommon  a   life 

member,  per  lliomas  Marshall,  Esq 30 

Collection  from  suu.l!  countr}'  Con{;rc|^ations  about  Union  Town, 

Maryl.uid,  per  Uev.  0.  Uuris,   ^ 

Oarried fiirivard,         ^145  30 
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.Imount  brought  forward,        $145  30 
Collections  in  Alexandria  by  the  Apent,   for  the  expedition  thia 
fail  to  Sliic-4.,  an  tblluw:*: 

Thomas  Smith,    $10 

W.  C.    Wahon 5 

>lr.  Riddle .        I 

George  Johnson,  ....        1 

Mr.   Myers,  1 

H.    Smidi,   1 

Thomus  Sunford,  ....       1 

Mr.   Blucklock,  I 

Mr.  Wood,   I 

Thoma3  W.  Smith,  .  1 
Rev.  Mr  Harrison,  . .  1 
Rev.  S.  Cornelius,    .  1 

Various  individuals,  .        5  18 


$30  18 
Deduct  expenses,   . .       1  25 


28  93 


Rev.  Charles  Dresser,  of  Halifax  county,   Virg-inia,   

James  C-  Dunn,  for  the  following  sums  transmitted  him,  viz: 
By  D    A.  Sherman,  Esq.  of  Ghittenango,  New  Vork,    ...    $3 
By  N.  M.  Wilson,  Esq   of  Morganlown,    Vb-ginia,   2 

Vermcnt  Auxiliary  Society,   per  D.  Baldwin,  Esq.  Tr.  $234  43 
Deduct  discount  on  draft,  78 
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Mattliew  Carey,    Esq.  of  Philadelphia,   his  first  pa}  ment  on  the 

plan  of  Gerrit  Smith,  Esq 100 

A  Lady  in  Nortlmm'jerland,  Pennsylvania, 10 

A  friend*  in  Alexandria,   10 

Liberia  Society,  Essex  county,  Va.  per  J.  M.  Garnett,  Esq.    ...  20 
The  same  g^ood  "Lady"  who  transmitted  $\0  in  October,  *per 

William  Brown,  Esq.  Charlestown,  Virginia,  10 

Auxiliar}  Society,  I'redericksburg,  Va   per  W.  F.Gray,  Esq.   ..  100 

Do.           do.       Cincinnati,  per  George  Graham,  J r 125 

Do.           do.       of  the  Ohio  Stale,  per  L.  Reynolds,  Esq.  Tr.  150 

$940  88 


•  This  friend  is  under  the  impression  that  he  made  a  similar  remittance 
in  Septeinber — none  such  was  received;  but  in  July  last,  he  will  find  by 
the  Repository,  that  such  a  sum  is  credited. 
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